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Intro to T’filah

KEY TERMS 
Keva (Routine) - The way that we pray. Order 
of prayers, structure of/words in the 
prayerbook, etc.  

Kavvanah (Intention) - What our words 
mean, spontaneity of our hearts. 

Read your group 
Are these college kids, or are they 
kindergarteners? Is everyone stressed out/
distracted? Are they rowdy or mellow? Where 
are they coming from? Transitioning to? What 
is their religious background? 

Know your environment 
What kind of room are in you in? What are 
the acoustics like? Is there ambient noise? Is 
the service likely to be interrupted facing a 
certain direction? Are services usually held 
here? or is this the first time the group is 
praying in this location?

Set the mood 
Ways to manipulate tone/mood: 
✴ With your instrument 
✴ With body language 
✴ Marking moments of Keva/Kavvanah 
✴ Respecting Context 

Address the physical make-up of the room. Set 
the room up to fit your needs. Rows aren’t 
always best.  

Choose music and readings to serve the tone 
of the service.

know your co 
✴ Make sure you and your co play melodies 

the same way - traditions may vary. 
✴ Use verbal/non-verbal cues during the 

service to communicate on the fly with 
your co.  

✴ Listen to your co’s voice and respond 
accordingly.  

✴ Choose a point person. 
✴ Leave your ego at the door.  
✴ Your co is a valuable teacher and resource 
✴ Remember: the more you lead with your 

co the more comfortable you become with 
each other.  

Choose your music wisely 
✴ What melodies does your community 

know well?  
✴ Can they handle challenging melodies? 
✴ Does the music fit the mood of the service? 
✴ Are certain prayers usually read/chanted 

that might push people out of their 
comfort zone if they are sung? 

✴ Teaching during T’filah?  
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